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If anyone does grievous wrong.
And who? you wish to know:

If you inquire, you'll find ere long
The author's always "Joe".

Nevertheless the Select Committee on the raid
reported that "neither the Secretary of State for the
Colonies nor any of the officials of the Colonial Office
received any information which made them or should
have made them or any of them aware of the plot
during its development". Nothing could have been
more explicit.

The Opposition of course took the line that President
Kruger was a high-souled patriot whom a wicked
British Government was plotting to ruin, and it must
be admitted that the latter displayed no great skill
in avoiding the appearance of evil. Yet there was
little to be said for the Boer President or his methods.
His treatment of the Outlanders was quite inconsistent
with the republican principles which he professed, and
there is no reasonable doubt that in 1893 he falsified
the election figures which caused him to be re-elected
President by a majority of 700 over General Joubert.
Even Mr. W. T. Stead, assuredly no friend of the
Colonial Secretary, wrote of President Kruger a year
after the Jameson Raid: "He has spent nearly two
millions over arms and munitions of war, and he is
securing from the Rand laws which will enable him
to gag the Press, to banish every Englishman whom he
distrusts, and to confiscate to an indefinite extent the
property of the gold-miners of the Rand." The purity
of President Kruger's motives was not rendered any
more apparent in England by the receipt of a telegram
from the German Emperor congratulating him on the
failure of the Jameson Raid.